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To  Mr.  GALLATIN, 

A  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
UNITED  STATES  of  AMERICA,/*/-  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania, 


SI  R, 

1  O  whom  could  I,  with  more  propriety,  prefent  a  picture  of  the  crimes 
of  the  French  Directory  towards  the  republic  of  Geneva,  than  to  one  of  my  coun- 
trymen, to  a  citizen  of  Geneva,  who  is  now  placed  in  a  confpicuous  flation 
among  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  ?  Your  fuccefs  in 
your  adopted  country,  afluredly  has  not  extinguifhed  your  affection  for  that  in 
which  you  firft  drew  breath,  for  that  where  your  talents  received,  in  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, a  developement  to  which  you  owe  your  elevation.  The  name  of  Geneva 
mull  awaken  in  you  fentiments  of  gratitude  and  love  ;  and  the  bafe  perfections 
Ihe  has  undergone,  cannot  but  excite  your  indignation. 

I  was  particularly  determined  to  addrefs  this  little  tract  to  you,  upon  reading 
the  fpeech  you  delivered  in  Congrefs  the  19th  of  April  laft.  It  feems,  Sir,  that 
you  ftill  entertain  doubts  as  to  the  gradual  but  unvarying  progrefs  of  the  govern- 
ment of  France  in  her  ufurpations.*  You  ftill  regard  as  matter  of  speculation, 
her  fchemes  of  invafion,  her  unbridled  ambition,  the  art  with  which  fhe  takes 
advantage  of  every  circumftance  to  fow  difunion  and  propagate  her  principles 
among  the  people  fhe  wifhes  to  fubjugate,  and  the  plan,  from  which  fhe  has  not 
for  one  moment  departed,  of  reducing  under  her  power,  indifcriminately,  har 
friends  and  her  enemies  ;  at  firfi  deceiving  them  by  negotiations  and  treaties, 
and  afterwards  availing  herfelf  of  the  moll  frivolous  pretexts  to  break  them. 
She  continually  brings  to  mind  this  faying  of  Titus  Livius  : 

Perfidis  nunquam  causa  defciet  car  pactis  non  stent. 

Perfidious  men  never  want  a  pretext  for  violating  their  engagements. 

Ik  my  ftate  of  ignorance  of  the  true  grounds  of  the  difpute  between  the  tw» 
parties  in  America,  I  fhall  take  care  not  to  pafs  a  hafly  and  unadvifed  judgment 
upon  them.  But  if  you  have  fuppofed  that  you  law  in  the  French  the  true 
friends  of  liberty;  if  you  have  taken  the  declarations  of  the  Director}',  for  the 

*  «*  The-  Committee  were  told,  that  if  we  did  not  resist, France  would  go  on,  step 
by  step,  in  her  course  of  aggressions  against  this  country.  This  is  mere  matter  of 
fpeculation.  It  is  possible  France  may  go  on  in  this  way.  Let  us  not,  however, 
act  on  speculative  grounds,  but  examine  our  present  situation,  and  if  better  than  war, 
let  us  keep  it."  Speech  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  the  Houfe  cf  Rprefentati\e*/Akcn 
from  the  Philadelphia  Daily  Advertifer,  of  April  28th,  1798. 
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principles  of  their  conducl  ;  if  you  imagine,  that  flier  are  rhe'prote^ors  of  weak- 
nefs,  and  the  defenders  of  the  interefts  of  mankind  ;  if  you  judge  them  b 
wishes,  and  if  you  meafure  your  hopes  by  their  promifes,  read  this  pamphlet. 
See  how  they  have  jufl  difiblved  a  fmall  I  fe  independence  they  had  en- 

gaged by  the  moft  folemn  treaties  to  refpec"*.  Follow  them  through  the  corn- 
on  of  thofe  bafe  tranfactions.  Here  there  is  no  great  political  intereft  to 
dazzle  the  underftanding.  It  is  not  a  Cromwell  who  ufurps  a  throne  ;  it  is  a  for- 
ger whc  compels  a  feeble  man,  with  a  dagger  at  his  throat,  to  make  a  conveyance 
of  his  property,  and  then  boafts  ef  the  lawfulness  of  his  title.  I  do  not  kno#, 
S2I-f  ^  :  -nfequence  you  will  be  able  to  draw  from  this  recital,  in  rela- 

tion to  the  French  policy  in  America;  but  you  will  at  leaft  fee,  that  you  muft, 
in  regard  tc  France,  count  for  nothing,  either  juftice,  or  generofity,  or  the  moft 
facred  engagements  ;  and  that  in  the  uie  of  her  means,  ihe  is  more  audacious, 
-egardlefs  of  morality,  and  efpecially  more  fraudulent  and  more  falfe,  than 
all  which  has  to  the  prefent  time  difgraced  the  moft  fcandalous  and  iniquitous 
reigns  of  kings.  Yes,  when  we  turn  from  the  political  filth  and  turpitude  of  the 
French  Directory,  Machiavel  appears  a  prodigy  in  virtue,  and  the  cabinet  of 
Philip  II.  becomes  the  fanchiary  of  good  faith. 

I  confine  myfelf  to  fa£s  aione  :  I  fay  tittle  of  individuals;  I  might  per- 
haps miftake  as  to  their  character ;  but  I  cannot  be  deceived  as  to  their  fyftem. 
I£  is  of  no  importance  what  is  tMe  character  of  fuch  a  Director  or  fuch  a  Minrf- 
ter ;  they  all  are  what  circumftances  make  them.  Such  will  men  become  wheir 
the  government  is  diforganifed  and  the  laws  overturned-  Such  wiH  be  this  or  that 
individual,  who  is  now  irreproachable,  if  he  fhould  be  placed  in  that  ftate  of  di£ 
order  which  is  fatal  only  to  honefty,  while  it  offers  all  favorable  chances  for  the 
commiffion  of  crimes.  Behold,  Sir,  what  appears  to  roe  important  to  be  known 
by  a  man,  who,  happily  fituated  as  you  are,  may  exert  his  influence  over  a  great 
I  preferve  it  from  that  fubverfion,  where  the  leaders  fo  rarely  retain 
their  integrity,  and  where  the  finalleft  lofs  they  can  fuftain  is  often  that  of  the  i 
fortunes  and  their  lives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Sir, 

Your  moft  humble, 

And  moft  obedient  ServE 

D.    CHAUVET. 
famngton  {near  London)  izd  cfjune,  1708. 


THE 


CONDUCT.   &c, 


HE  (mall  republic  of  Geneva  is  jttft  fwaBowed  v~ 
whirlpool  of  the    French  Rep  -  ~?red  with 

blood,  and  after  conqueth  which  have  ch  date  of  the  greateft 

powers,  this  event  appears  too  fmafl  a  matter  to   command  the  : 
tion  of  Europe.    But  though  it  may  not  be  tntcreiL'ng  from  its  great- 

:t  becomes  fo  from  other  con 6d era: iocs.     The  Iefj  this  re; 
appears    important,     the    more    the    perfeTerance    of    th  c 
Directory,  in  order  to  conquer  it,    muft   aftoaifh  us :  we 
difpofed   to  pardon  political  crime?,  when  t\ 
attainment  of  a  great  object  ;  but  a  fuccefuoa  of  peril 
proceedings,  z  tiffue  of  fworn  alliances  and  violated  oaths,  in  or_ 
feize  upon  a  fir. all  city  without  territory  ;  a  policy  to  wick  - 
wfth  fuch  obftinacy,  to  a :  an  object  fo  tricing,  cert : 

the  attention  of  all  thofe  who  wifh  to  be  fully  informed  as  to  die  true 
chara:  er  and  future  defigns  of  the  French  republic. 

Nothing  can  be  more  ftriking  than  the  contrail  of  the  fionrinVmg 
condition   of  Geneva   under  the  kings  of   France,   and  its    ft. 
wretchednefe  and  opprefEon  under  the  French  republic.     L 
in  all  the  pride  of  his  nVfjwrfifm,  was  tender  of  the  independence  of 

::ty,   although    (he  had  dared  to  open  a 
fugitives,  after  the  revocation  of  th; 
feared   to    tarniih    his   glory  by  unng   h 
feebleft  of  his  neighbors:   the  Kttk   republic  ha 
to  flourish  by  the  tide  of  the  great  monarchy,  to  e 
loffes  of  France,  and  receive  fubjeeb  who  were  confcc  fbels- 

It  is  well  known  to  what  a  degree  of  profperity  this  city  had  ai 
by  commerce,  by  learning,  by  liberty,  by  that  lo  rhich 

the  Genevans  carried  even  to  enthonzfm.     She  had  gained  to  1: 
in  Europe  a  name  far  fuptrior  to  her  extent  and  her  rtfou-^ 
was  fearcdy  a  fingle  branch  of  literature  and  pfcuk 
bid  not  faaHhed  font  ^"iivrn  men. 
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After  the  birth  of  the  French  republic,  Geneva  one  would  think, 
ought  on  all  accounts  to  enjoy  (till  greater  fecurity.  So  much  appa- 
rent refpe&,for  the  rights  of  man!  fo  many  proteftations  in  favor  or 
the  independence  of  the  people!  fuch  a  predileaion  for  popular 
governments!  Was  not  all  tin's  a  fnare  ?  Had  ancient  liberty  any 
caufe  to  tremble  at  the  voice  of  thefe  enthufiafts,  who  in  the  fervor 
of  a  new  zeal,  fpoke  only  of  fetting  all  nations  free  ?  Neverthelefs 
thefe  pretended  republicans  could  not  bear  the  exiftence  of  a  little 
republic  ;  thefe  pretended  avengers  of  the  crimes  of  kings  have  de- 
ft royed  that  independence,  again  ft.  which  kings  had  not  aimed  a 
blow. 

Details  now  become  necelTary.  To  render  them  complete,  we 
fhould  be  obliged  to  follow  the  French  government  through  the  laby- 
rinth of  its  intrigues,  of  its  perfidies  ;  but  I  mail  content  myfelf  with 
(hewing,  that  it"  has  never  loft  fight  of  the  acquifition  of  Geneva, 
either  by  open  conqueft  or  a  fraudulent  union.  If  this  fchemc  has 
ever  for  a  moment  been  abandoned,  it  was  foon  revived.  Of  this  the 
following  facts  furnifti  abundant  proof. 

At  the  time  of  the  invafion  of  Savoy  by  the  French  army,  Geneva 
obtained  a  reinforcement  of  1200  men  from  the  Canton  of  Berne. 
Tin's  precaution,  ftipulated  by  treaties,  and  intended  folely  for  pur- 
pofes  of  dtfence,  had  been  carried  into  effect  in  the  preceding  wars, 
vrnd  did  not  give  the  leaft  umbrage.  But  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  Ind  their  fecret  views  ;  the  neutrality  of  Geneva  embarrafled 
them  ;  the  poffefiion  of  this  city  appeared  of  importance  for  two  rea- 
ions  ;  to  obtain  an  influence  over  Switzerland,  of  which  this  city  is 
the  key  on  the  fide  of  the  AJps,  and  to  fecure  the  new  conqueft  of 
Savoy.  \V  hca  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  faw  that  the  Genevans 
were  determined  to  preferve  a  neutrality,  they  pretended  to  be  ^ffended 
at  their  calling  in  the  Swifs,  as  an  offenfive  precaution  ;  they  ordered 
General  Montefquieu  to  commence  the  fiege  of  the  city.  It  was 
deemed  neccflury  to  deprive  Geneva  of  her  liberty,  to  prove  that  (he 
had  done  wrong  in  meditating  its  defence. 

General  Montefquieu  having  entered  into  a  negotiation  with  the 
Genevans,  was  afhamed  to  participate  in  fuch  flagrant  injufticc.  They 
crave  him  convincing  proofs  that  he  was  only  the  inftrument  of  the 
vengeance  of  i  man  who  was  then  all-powerful  in  the  party  of  the  Gi- 
ronde.  He  gave  this  information  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  ; 
he  reprefented  to  them  that  France  ought  not  to  begin  her  republi- 
can career,  by  the  deftrudtion  of  a  republican  ally  whofe  conduct  was 
irreproachable.  At  that  period,  confederations  of  this  nature  dill  had 
weight  ;  they  ftill  felt  the  necefiity  of  paying  fomc  deference  to  the 
public  opinion.  They  permitted  him  to  fign  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Geneva  ;  but  he  was  immediately  facrificcd.  Obliged  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  Geneva,  they  revenged  themfelves  on  him  who  had 
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^appointed  them  of  their  prey,  and  added  to  it  an  adt  of  perfidy, 
by  refnfing  to  ratify  the  treaty  figned  hy  their  plenipotentiary  ;  this 
too,  after  the  Genevans  had  on  their  part  fulfilled  the  conditions  of 
it,  and  by  fending  back  the  I  200  Svvifs,  had  rendered  thcmfelves  in- 
capable of  continuing  their  refiftance.  They  were  obliged  to  diflem- 
ble  their  refentment ;  but  from  that  time  they  were  able  to  form  a  cor- 
rect judgment  as  to  the  views  of  the  French  government. 

On  abandoning  open  force,  the  French  miniflry  had  recourfe  to 
intrigue,  in  order  to  accomplifh  their  object.  They  applied  themfelvcs 
induftrioufly  at  Geneva,  to  form  a  party  which  would  demand  the 
union  of  the  fmall  republic  to  France.  For  this  purpofe  but  a  few 
followers  were  neceflary,  whom  they  would  have  reprefented  to  all 
Europe  a3  conftituting  the  nation;  whilft  the  great  body  of  the  citi- 
zens, accufed  of  ariflocracy,  would  have  been  denounced  as  the  op- 
preffors  of  liberty.  Geneva  was  from  that  time  preyed  upon  by  a 
croud  of  emiffaries  and  agitators,  who  continually  fucceeded  one  ano- 
ther. When  their  machinations  became  too  public,  and  they  were  de- 
nounced to  the  French  refident,  he  ordered  the  unfkilful  intriguers  to 
withdraw  ;  but  others  foon  fucceeded  and  purfued  the  lame  fyilem 
with  lefs  noife.  < 

The  principal  agent  of  France,  aftonifhed  at  his  want  of  fuccefs, 
refolved  to  deftroy  the  government,  and  deliver  up  Geneva  to  a  ftate 
of  anarchy.  The  diforder  infeparable  from  a  revolution,  would  nccef- 
farily  furnifh  opportunities  favorable  to  hjs  views.  While  the  adminif- 
tration  was  in  refpedtable  hand3,  he  could  hope  for  nothing  ;  but  if 
he  could  throw  it  into  the  hands  of  a  popular  club,  he  would  have  a 
profpedt  of  directing  it.  He  privately  inflames,  by  his  promifes,  a 
very  fmall  body  of  democrats,  who  were  ftyled  Levellers  ;  an  infur- 
redrion  takes  place  :  the  government  could  have  repreffed  it  with  eafe  ; 
but  they  knew  that  eveiy  thing  wa,s  dirtied  by  France  ;  that  the 
troops  at  the  gates  of  Geieva  were  ready  to  enter ;  they  were  fearful 
of  bringing  on  a  quarrel ;  they  fubmitted  rather  than  rifk  their  inde- 
pendence. .  The  council*  were  changed  ;  the  adminiftration  was  given 
to  the  Levellers. 

The  object  of  this  infurredtion  Hill  remained  unaccomplifhed.  The 
LevelUrs,  become  matters,  were  as  zealous  for  Genevan  independence 
•as  the  other  citizens.  With  all  pofiible  folemnity  they  took  an  oath 
to  prcferve  it.  General  Kellerman,  who  was  near  the  city  with  a  de- 
tachment of  his  army,  came  into  it  under  a  pictence  of  congratulat- 
ing it  on  thip  revolution  ;  but  he  in  fadt  flattered  himfelf  that  his  pre- 
sence would  encourage  the  paitizans  of  France  to  demand  the  union. 
V^ith  this  view  he  vifited  all  the  popular  clubs  :  he  and  his  officers  la- 
viflied  upon  them  the  moft  feducir.g  carefies  ;  fome  of  them,  affedting 
a  double  intoxication  of  wine  and  of  fentiment,  made  open  attempts  j 
wWft  the  (jkfleral,  always  rcftrved,  kept  himfelf  prepared  for  every 
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event.  One  of  them  imprudently  faid,  thjtjie__did  not  a'lk  the  Ge- 
ne vansto  unite  with  Francei__^tJie-bcgged  them  to  permit  France  to 
unite  with  them  :  jo«  areoldfoldiers  of //'&r(r,  faid  he. jwe  want  you^ 
to  direct  our  itjfarJv?^  Kellerman  was  aftonilhed.  He  aid  not  find  a 
nngie  partizan  ;  on  the  contrary,  every  body  in  Geneva  talked  to  him 
-uniry  and  independence;  this  cry  was  inceflantly  founded  in  hit 
He  was  doubtkfs  unwilling  to  participate  in  tranfa&ions  fo 
odious  as  thofe  they  expected  from  him  ;  and  his  report  completely 
undeceived  the  French  government. 

They  appeared  to  abandon  the  fcheme  of  forcing  the  union  of  Ge- 
neva.    Amidit  the  t  rrent  of  events  which  prefied  upon  them,  they 
hut  z  fubordin2te  attention  to  this  object.     But  Soulavie,  an  agent 
of  France,  who  was   at   Geneva  in   179+,  in  quality  of  Refident,  a 
rviiown  only  by  his  crimes,  a  pried  of  infamous  character,  the  au- 
ir.cr  cf  fome  obfeene  performances,  refumed  the  defign  of  triumphing 
the  independence  of  Geneva  and  of  acquiring  new  merit  by  the  com- 
u  of  crimes  which  had  at  leaft  the  glare  of  ambition.    By  meant 
of  fome  ptiverfe  men,  he  organized  a  new  infurredtion.      Under  pre- 
tence of  an  ariftocratic  plot,  he  fet  on  foot  two  clubs  known  by  their 
violence  and  audacity  :   they   were  cornpofed  of  men,  who  having  loft 
every  habit  of  industry  in   the  idlenefs  of  the  revolution,  waited  only 
for  an   opportunity  to   plunder.      The  infurrecxion   takes  place  at  mid- 
I  ;  the  government,  weakened  by  divitions.  remains  inactive  ;  eight 
hundred  citizens  are  difarmed  and  dragged  to  the  prifous  ;  the  others, 
:,  dare  not  think'of  defence,  for  fear  of  redoubling  the  fury 
clubs  againft  thofe  unfortunate  hoftages.      A   revolutionary  tri- 
bunal begins  a  feries  of  horrible  judgments ;  confifcations  accompany 
afTaffmations  ;  and  the  republic  is  covered  with  blood  and  pollution. 

:he  midft  of  thefe  ho'-rors,  not  one  voice  is  heard  for  the  unioa 
with  Frauce.  Soulavie,  difconccrttd,  endeavors  to  provoke  the  corn- 
mifiiou  of  crimes,  as  if  for  revenge  becaufe  Geneva  Hill  eludes  his  ea- 
ttrprizes. 

The  fall  of  Robefpierre,  which  happened  foon  after,  and  the  change 
•f  fyftem  in  Fmnce,  put  an  end  to  the  fury  of  the  Jacobins  -\t  Genevas 
the  government  refumed  its  ufuil  courfe.  Soulavie  waa  denounced  ; 
bis  wicked  attempts  were  clearly  proved  againft  h.m;  he  was  recalled  ; 
he  was  even  put  in  arreft  ;  they  feigned  to  inftitute  a  profecution  againfl 
him;  but  the  objeft  he  had  in  view  gave  a  favorable  colouring  to  hjc 
crime  ;  and  they  did  not  with  to  difcourage  thofe  who  would  purfux 
the  fame  line  of  conduct.     Soulavie  went  unpunilhed. 

*  At  one  of  thr  moft  popular  clubs,  a  man  animated  with  republican  enthu- 
gafin,  preFed  him  to  drink  from  a  cup  he  prefer  ted  tr  him ;    it  will  be  sacrt 
your  eyes,  faid  he,  bmav  that  it  it  a  gift  of  J.  J.  items *e au  ;  jou 

not  believe  that  men  vbo  drink  out  oftbiscup  will  ever  betray  their  country  and  09<U> 

don  it*  independence , 
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Adet,  who  was  Tent  to  fupply  his  place,  at  firft  infpired  by 
du&  fome  degree  of  confidence;  whether  he  better  knew  how  to  dif- 
femble  his  views,  or  whether  circumftar  iefs  favorable  to  him, 

he  fuffered  the  republic  to  take  breath  ;  it  was  even  thought  that  France 
had  abandoned  her  fchemes  againft   Geneva.     Reybaz,  the  G* 
minifter  at  Paris,  a  wife  aud  able  man,  obtained  a  perfonal  coi .:". 
tion  which  removed  all  difficulties  from  the  concerns  of  the  fmall,  with 
the   great   republic.     The   National  Affeir.bly  gave  him   a  folemn  au- 
dience.     The   Genevan   flag  was  aflbciated   with  the   American   flag. 
The  Directory  feemed  to  do  themfelves  honor  by  all  the  diftin 
which  they  granted  to  the  weakeft  power  in  Europe,      in  railing  it  to 
an  equality,  they  would  appear  to  elevate  themfelves.     They  wifned  to 
have  it  believed  that   the  republican  character  confecrated  that  fmall 
nation  in  their  eyes,  and  that  power  itfelf  could  dc 
de  traced  by  the  hand  of  liberty  and  juilice. 

All  this  pageantry  was  intended  only  to  dece:  •  began  to 

form  fchemes  againft  Switzerland  ;  but  the  time  for  their  execution  had 
not  yet  arrived  ;  it  was  neceflary  to  lull  the  He!  .mments  to 

deep,  that  they  might  be  found  defencelefs  at  the  moment  of  atl 
The  firft  circumflance  which  alarmed  the  Genevans  as  to  thr 
of  the  Directory,  was  an  imperious  requiuti:  rd  to  the  coun- 

cils, to  recal  Reybaz,  without  alledging  any  complaint  againft  him. 
What  was  his  offence  ?  He  had  learned,  by  certain  information,  that 
J-acroix,  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  did  not  diffemble,  that  Geneva, 
fooner  or  later,  muft  belong  to  France.  Reybaz  c-mmunicated  to  the 
government  of  Geneva  what  it  would  have  been  treafanable  in  him  to 
conceal.  By  fome  indilcretion,  the  Readout  of  France  at  Geneva  be- 
came acquainted  with  this  letter  of  Reybaz  ;  thence  his  difgTace  with 
the  Diredory,  and  the  order  he  foon  after  received  to  quit  Paris. 

From  this  moment  Geneva  had  but  an  unquiet  and  precarious  exig- 
ence ;  her  commerce  washarrafled  ;  her  government  fet:  -  com- 
munication interrupted  ;  her  fubuftence  cut  off.  Batteries  were  ere&ed 
on  the  two  banks  of  the  lake.  They  exacted  extravagant  duties  on 
every  thing  going  in  or  out  of  Geneva.  Under  a  pretext  of  hind 
a  contraband  trade  with  France,  the  Genevans  were  confined  v. 
their  walls,  and  fubjected  to  a  thousand  vexations.  They  couid  not 
ftir  from  the  city,  they  could  not  vifit  their  country  fea:  t  be- 
ing furnifhed  with  paeons  ;  want  threatened  them  on  ail  fides. 
e  .t  that  by  thefe  hoftile  and  injurious  proceeding:  they  hoped  to 
render  the  people  weary  of  their  independence,  and  reduce  them  to 
look  upon  it  as  a  misfortune.  It  is  thus  that  a  powerful  man,  who- 
wiihes  to  add  to  his  domain,  and  oblige  a  feeble  and  poor  neighbor  to 
fell  the  ancient  inheritance  of  his  fathers,  has  recourfe  to  a  thoufand 
odious  meafures,  and  by  befieging  him  with  troubles,  perplexities  and 
terrors,  at  length  baniihes  him  from  his  miferable 

B 
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The  Genevans  prcfented  to  the  Directory  a  forcible  and  affecting 
addrefs,  in  which  they  gave  a  true  picture  of  thefe  vexations.  This 
addrefs  remained  unanfwered,  and  the  vexations  were  augmented. 
They  flattered  themfelves  that  a  deputation  would  have  greater  weight. 
The  firft  mngiftrate  of  the  republic  was  one  of  the  deputies.  But 
wbtn  the  Direclory  meditate  an  injury,  they  render  themfehes  inaccejftbh  to 
complaint.  Inftead  of  the  audience  they  had  folicited,  they  learned 
that  the  order  for  their  departure  was  figned.  They  had  the  prudence 
not  to  expofe  the  republic  to  this  affront  ;  they  returned  in  defpair. 
The  interdictions  then  became  more  fevere  ;  the  city  was  blockaded  ; 
nobody  was  allowed  to  go  in  or  out.  A  nurfe  who  was  carrying  into 
Geneva,  not  provifions,  but  an  infant  to  its  father,  wifhed  to  enter, 
notwithstanding  the  prohibition  ;  a  (hot  overtook  her,  fhe  fell  expiring. 
Every  day  brought  with  it  difaftrous  fcenes.  They  finally  would  not 
grant  any  more  paffports  ;  they  were  particularly  refufed  to  the  mer- 
chants, that  mifery  might  force  the  artift  to  demand  the  union.  In 
the  mean  time  military  companies  entered  Geneva,  and  traverfed  the 
city  without  obftnntion.  All  the  French  were  received  there,  and 
continued  there  at  perfect  liberty ;  while  in  the  French  territory  the 
Genevans  were  treated  as  enemies. 

At  length  theinvafion  of  Switzerland  was  now  to  be  accomplifhed. 
The  Directory  were  more  impatient  than  ever  to  become  matters  of 
Geneva ;  but  they  difliked  an  open  enterprize  ;  it  was  convenient  to  them 
to  fave  appearances;  they  however  refolved  to  haften  their  meafures.  Fe- 
lix Defportes  was  the  Refident  of  France  at  Geneva  ;  deceitful,  cun- 
ning, above  all  fcruples,  ready  at  making  promifes,  capable  of  ufing 
any  mear.s,  he  had  placed  his  perfonal  glory  in  bringing  about  the  de- 
uruclion  of  the  republic.  He  held  feveral  affemblies  of  citizens  at  his 
houfe  :  to  the  artift  he  promifed  new  eftablimments  for  work,  and  pro- 
visions at_^low  price  ;  to  the  merchants^  that  Geneva  mould  become 
the  centre  ot~  an  extenfive  commerceTand  that  two  millions  fhould  be 
acTyancecTTc >  ^hemforthcirlenterprizes^;  to  the  rojnitters  ofTeligiQa^. 
uTured  that  France  was  recovered  from  her  anti-religious  ma 


nTj,  that  means  lhouloTEjejifed  for^'referylng  public  worlhip  ;"to  thj 


TrreTyot  letters^tHat  France  would  be  interested  toemploj  tfiemjjTtl.- 
new^feTTTmarieT  ot  education.  hte"gave  the  wealthy  citizens  to  uncTerT 
ftand  tFat  they  ihould  be  no  longer  fubjected  to  despicable  men,  and  to 
revolutions  of  which  they  were  always  the  victims.  •  -He  reprefented 
to  the  revolutionizes,  that  they  would  have  the  entire  confidence  of 
the  French  government.  He  let  before  all  claffes  a  moft  flattering 
picture  of  their  future  lot,  mould  the  union  be  confented  to  ;  but  if 
that  were  refuftd,  they  were  to  expect  incalculable  evils.  They  had 
only  to  choofe  for  themfelves  between  abundance,  pleafures  and  fecuri- 
ty  on  one  hand,  and  mifery,  dittrefs  and  devaftation  on  the  other.  On 
one  day,  he  announced,  that  the  troops  had  arrived  in  the  neighbprhood. 


[  »  ] 

On  the  next,  that  General  Brune  had  received  his  orders.  He  con- 
jured the  Genevans  by  his  affection  for  them  to  prevent  the  misfortunes 
attending  a  conqueft;  he  pitied  them,  he  confidered  their  fitUation,  he 
wimed  to  fave  them  ;  but  he  was  about  to  le^ve  them  and  after  his 
departure  there  would  be  no  hope  for  them,  the  means  of  reconcili- 
ation would  no  longer  exift. 

His  feducements  and  threats  were  ineffectual;  all  claffes  of  the  ftate 
held  the  fame  language  to  him  We  will  neither  betray  nor  fell  our  coun- 
try. Such  was  the  uniform  anfwer  of  all  the  citizens.  Even  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Revolutionary  Club,  enthufiaftic  in  the  caufe  of  France, 
as  foon  as  their  independence  was  attacked,  declared  themfelves  its  fup- 
porters.  Left  mifery  fhonld  create  partizans  for  the  union,  contribu- 
tions to  aflift  the  unfortunate  were  multiplied.  They  confined  them- 
felves  to  the  ufe  of  the  moll  fimple  necefTaries,  that  no  perfon  mould 
want  them.  Bonds  of  brotherhood  united  all  the  Genevans:  the  fafe- 
ty  of  their  country  was  become  the  fole  fentiment,  the  fole  defne,  the 
fole  object  of  all. 

The  Adminiftrative  Council,  finding  itfelf  too  weak  at  this  diffi- 
cult juncture,  dared  not  continue  folely  charged  with  the  refponfibility 
of  government.  They  propofed  to  the  Sovereign  Council,  the  forma- 
tion of  an  Extraordinary  Committee,  to  be  compofed  of  all  the  public 
officers  ;  and  that  this  committee  fliould  be  veiled,  for  a  limited  time, 
with  a  fpecies  of  di&atorfhip.  This  committee,  furniihed  with  the 
moft  extenfive  powers,  treated  more  directly  with  the  refident  of  France, 
and  reprefented  to  him  all  the  paft  declarations,  all  the  engagements 
entered  into  with  Geneva,  all  the  motives  of  juftice,  iutereft  and  honor, 
which  ought  to  induce  the  French  republic  to  be  faithful  to  its  pro- 
mifes. 

At  this  period  they  thought  they  faw  a  ray  of  hope :  the  procla- 
mation of  General  Brune,  dated  the  ioth  of  March,  had  juft  appeared  : 
he  there  repelled,  as  an  arrant  calumny,  the  fuppofition  of  a  fcheme  for 
conquering  any  part  of  Switzerland.  The  French  Republic,  faid  the 
General,  does  not  ivifh  to  appropriate  to  Ttfelf  any  thing  which  belong£]ji_ 
the  helvetic  conjedfracy.  belides  this,  they  wrote  from  Pans,  that  this 
enterpnze  of  the  .Directory  was  univerfally  blamed ;  that  its  members 
were  divided  on  this  point ;  and  that  Geneva  might  yet  be  faved,  if 
fome  incident  did  not  give  the  French  pofTeifion  of  it  before  the  expi- 
ration of  Merlin's  prefidency. 

This  apparent  calm  was  foon  difturbed  by  alarms  of  another  kind. 
The  Genevans  were  overwhelmed  with  confirmation  at  the  horrible 
crimes  the  French  army  committed  in  Switzerland  :  they  forgot  their 
own  paft  calamities  to  weep  over  thofe  to  which   their  moft  intimate 
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friends  and  allies  were  delivered  up  :  they  wiflied  to  fly  to  their  affiil- 
ance,  and  fhare  their  dangers  ;  but  they  themfelves  were  furrounded 
by  French  troops,  and  in  a  fituation  which  impofed  filence  upon  their 

hes. 

The  intrigues  of  the  Refident  foon  brought  them  back  to  a  view 
of  their  own  situation  ;  t  vith  trembling  the  cataftrophe  which 

approached  them,  and  tried  one  laft  effort  to  make  the  Directory  liiten 
to  their  rtmonftrances  ;  but  the  Directory  had  refolved  to  fhut  their 
ears  againft  all  complaints.  In  a  declaration,  calculated  to  foften  this 
haughty  divan,  an  offer  was  made  to  fubmit  to  all  the  arrangements, 
to  every  wilh  of  the  French  government,  to  make  even-  facrifice  which 
could  be  exacted  from  them,  under  the  fole  refcroe  of  political  independ* 
under  the  fole  condition  that  they  fhould  remain  the  Genevan 
people.*  The  Refident  was  (hocked  at  the  tone  of  this  note ;  he 
confidered  it  as  a  folemn proteflation  againil  the  union,  and  fuch  he  him- 
felf  called  it  :  he  foretold  that  the  Directory  would  not  give  it  an 
anfwer  and  none  ti  as  given.  The  Directory  are  acceffible  to  fubmif- 
fions  alone  ;  and  at  the  very  time  that  thev  receive,  with  fo  much 
parade,  the  feditious  complaints  of  fome  difcontented  perfons  againft 
the  freea  governments  ;  they  are  deaf  to  the  voice  of  a  people,  who 
appeal  to  the  mofl  folemn  treaties  for  what  they  hold  mod  dear. 

The  Refident  accufed  the  Committee  of  angled  delays;  he  was 
conitantly  repeating  that  five  fixths  of  the  nation  wifhed  to  unite  with 
Franc*,  and  that  the  government  alone  was  oppofed  to  it.  They 
offered  to  convene  the  Sovereign  Council,  and  to  caufe  the  national 
will  to  be  declared.  But  the  Refident,  who  knew  how  far  he  might 
depend  en  the  fentiments  c{  the  people,  did  net  wifh  to  give  himfelf 
<o  formal  a  lie.     He  refufed  a  proof  fo  Ample,  fo   decifive,  fo  proper 

t0  iU1]lf>    eVer:  e  had  done»  mould  the  natIonal  wifh   be   ex- 

preffed  in  favor  of  France.  But  the  refufal  to  confult  the  Council, 
acknowledged  by  the  conititution  of  Geneva  as  the  fovereign  of  the 
itate,  is  a  complete  demonilration  of  the  falfhood  of  the  Refident's 
ai!ert:ons.      I  et  the  Directory  proclaim   in  Europe  that  the   Genevans 

k  tv  ~  Un;°n  ;  h  ™m  ahva>'s  be  a  fuffi^'ent  anfwer  to  fay,  that 
the  Directory  were  requefted  to  fubmit  this  que  ft  ion  to  the  decifion 
o.  the  Sovereign  Council,  and  that  this  requeft  was  rejeded.** 

of  "the1  Cohmern^0r^thperd,ayS  ^  i""""****   *«°wed  the  eftablifhment 

S«^\Sw,S  f"^  m  the/XeCJution  cf  the  commercial  prohibitions: 
had Ta^ernn-ed  r„ £L  £E2  >"*•?  dlVCrS  plaC"  °n  ™ch-merchants,  *■*<> 
foVn  II  Wet  veH  ^-°  V'^uheS  t0  ^.carried  to  the  fair  of  Frankfort ;  but  as 
hi  m^rchar"     I  hof      ^  ^ZFT^1*0?  T'l?°T  reco™™ced  ;  he  even  obliged 

mSrSTS  Wun^/f  g°^S  ■*  **?  reft°red'  t0  bri"S<hem  back,  that  they 
mignt  oe  kept  under  fequeilration  until  they  fhould  be  conhfeated. 

1 "  ThelZ*!  ^r^i  rher  P;Cplc  havc  bwn  ™itcd  t0  the  French  Re. 
rk^maUr^^cf^dh^^  fijd  one  cf  thcj-ornalifts  cf  the  Direaor> 


[     13    ] 

Onk  is  tired  of  following  him  along  this  crooked  path,  this  laby- 
rinth of  falfhoods  and  intrigues.  He  publifhed  a  manifetlo  containing 
thirty-two  grievances,  which  were  Hated  to  be  fufficienr  ground  for 
the  conqueft  of  Geneva.  Thefe  thirty-two  grievances  called  to  mind 
the  fable  of  the  wolf  and  the  lamb ;  there  was  not  one  of  them  that 
did  not  cover  him  with  ridicule  and  fhame.  The  heavieft  of  them  all 
was  a  pretended  infuit  upon  his  flag,  which  had  been  fpotted  with 
ink  :  Notwithftanding  all  enquiries,  it  was  impoflible  to  difcover  the 
author  of  this  weighty  offence  :  or  rather,  he  might  have  been  found 
out  with  too  much  eafe ;  Defportes  knew  him  better  than  any  one. 
He  no  doubt  made  a  merit  with  the  Directory  of  this  invention,  and 
he  did  not  delay  recurring  to  other  calumnies  to  furnim  himfelf  with  a 
pretext  for  employing  force,  after  having  exhaufted  all  the  means  of 
ledudtion  and  perfidy. 

H'"  addreffed  to  the  government  a  thundering  note,  in  which  he 
complained  that  his  houfe  was  befieged  by  vile  and  blood-thirfly  men  ; 
that  they  had  a  defign  upon  his  life  ;  that  the  hirelings  of  England 
were  at  work  with  impunity  and  braved  the  authority  of  the 
magiftrates ;  that  infamous  libels  againft  France*  were  tolerated,  and 
that  he  mould  be  obliged  to  take  meafures  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
the  Great  Nation. 

The  next  day,  Sunday  the  15th  of  April,  while  the  citizens  were 
affembled  for  the  purpofe  of  continuing  the  powers  of  the  Committee, 
feveral  companies  of  French  foldiers  advanced  to  the  gates  of  Geneva 
to  go  about  the  city,  as  had  been  cuftomary,  under  the  public  fakh. 

to  the  Genevans,^/?  that  it  was  her  interest  to  break  doven  the  useless  barriers  which 
separated  her  from  a  nation  no  leas  free  than  herself;  she  requested  a  ?ul  obtained  her 
union  with  the  Great  Republic.  I  was  at  Mulhansen,  anfwered  an  eye-witnefs 
and  I  still  weep  over  her  :  know,  that  those  u? fortunate?,  after  sustaining,  with  thv 
most  angelic  resignation,  a  blockade  of  two  years  ;  after  having  share:  their  sus- 
tenance like  brothers,  even  to  the  last  morsel  of  bread:  deprived  also  of  wood,  they 
were  seen  to  carry  their  moveables  into  the  public  square,  and  divile  them  among  one 
another,  to  cook  their  last  meal.  Behold  what  the  French  call  a  voluntar  •  sur- 
render ! 

*  The  Refident  thus  termed  the  writings  publifhed  by  the  Genevans  in  defence 
of  their  rights.  The  very  day  before  the  publication  of  the  note,  appeared  a 
pamphlet,  in  which  the  author  fet  forth  to  his  fellow-citizens,  the  advantages  of 
independence  to  their  country :  the  Refident  particularly  alluded  to  this  in  his 
note.  Another  pamphlet  had  been  publifhed  fome  time  before,  to  (hew  that  it 
was  the  intereft  even  of  the  French  to  preferve  Geneva  in  her  prefent  fta'e  :  they 
were  folicitcd,  in  the  name  of  their  own  glory,  to  abandon  the  fcheme  of  fei2ing 
her.  Make  Geneva,  added  the  author,  a  monument  of  your  moderation;  make  it 
a  cottage  in  the  park  of  the  Lord;  see  here,  it  will  be  said,  a  great  nation,  which  is 
also  a  magnanimous  nation  ;  for  it  respects  weakness.  Ah  !  if  you  persist  in  desir- 
ing us,  you  will  finally  have  us;  but  will  you  obtain  Geneva?  No,  you  will  acquire 
only  walls  and  beggars.  All  thefe  cries  were  fruitlefs ;  they  would  not  ev.-n  admit 
them  in  the  French  journals:  thefe  are  open  only  to  what  the  Dirr«ftcry  plcafe. 
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But  inftead  of  pafling  as  ufnal,  after  they  had  entered  at  three  gates, 
to  the  number  of  fixteen  hundred  men,  the  laft  battalions  made  them- 
felves  mafters  of  the  gates,  the  others  fpread  through  the  public  places, 
feized  the  avenues  to  the  town-hall,  and  cut  off  the  communication  be- 
tween the  different  quarters.       r  he    Relident,  who  had   directed  thefe 
M*oceed:ngs,  went  from  place  to  place,  telling  the  citizens  not  to    be 
■armed  ,  that  he  had  difcovered  an  atrocious  plot,    and   that  *his  only 
bjedt  was  to  fave  Geneva  from  the  horrors  of  anarchy.  v 

At  the  fame  time  he  fent  to  the  government  a  kind  of  manifefto, 
which  would  have  been  deemed  the  dictates  of  madnefs,  if  one  had 
not  known  that  this  apparent  rage  was  the  only  means  of  coloring 
over  the  violation  of  treaties.  "  Treafon  is  at  work  within  your  walls 
M  and  you  are  iilent,  Inactive  !  are  you  alfo  befet  by  terrors  ?  does  it 
"  render  you  deaf  to  thofe  cries  of  death  which  chill  your  fellow- 
"  citizens  with  fear  ?  Mongers  whom  I  have  already  denounced 
*'  to  you,  plan  in  their  haunts  the  rnoft  frightful  diforders.  They 
•'  have  laid  a  plot  for  the  difiblutiou  of  the  General  Council  on  this 
«  day  ;  the  Kefiden-.e  was  to  be  attacked  ;  an  attempt  was  to  be  made 
14  againft  my  perfon  ;  their  outrages  againft  the  facred  colors  of  the 
*  Great  Nation  were  to  be  recommenced, "   &c.   «ic. 

Geneva  had  never  been  more  free  from  diforder ;  there  was  no  agi- 
tation, except  in  the  hearts  of  the  citizens.  Their  country's  danger 
had  fufpended  all  animofities.  All  rallied  round  the  laws  and  the 
magiftrates.  So  far  from  thofe  cries  of  deaths  even  the  cries  of  grief 
were  ftifled  through  fear  ;  at  home  every  family  was  a  prey  to  afflic- 
tion, and  the  rnoft  unimportant  incidents  were  dreaded.  The  pre- 
tended confpiracy  is  a  fable  too  defpicable  to  merit  refutation.  Sur- 
rounded by  the  French,  without  a  place  of  refuge,  without  forces, 
without  any  means  of  efcape,  what  could  the  confpirators  hope,  what 
could  they  do  ?  could  they  for  a  moment  rely  on  the  fuccefs  of  fo 
mad  a  fcheme  ?  But  even  the  Minifter  himfelf  did  not  fpeak  of  this 
abfurd  impoftnre  the  next  day  ;  he  never  profecuted  any  of  the  pre- 
tended confpirators,  who  had  projected  fuch  heinous  crimes  ;  he  threw 
into  the  tire  all  the  copies  of  this  odious  manifefto  ;  he  no  doubt 
wifliedto  obliterate   the    remembrance  of  it ;  but  it  is   reduced   to  a 

*  ?*  whS  entrtnC»  °,f  ,the  French  into  the  ci-r'  a  ™ember  of  the  Committee 
went  in  haft*  to  the  Refident's  houfe,  to  know  why  the  troops  had  been  brought 
in ;  and  afked  him  if  he  had  not  promifed  that  none  (hould  enter  while  he  had 
friendly  communications  with  the  Committee.  The,  trifled  nvith  me  by  their  de- 
lays  anfwcred  he-indifcreetlv,  and  I  *U  no  longer  be  their  dupe.  Here  then  is 
the  true  reafon  why  the  plot  was  invented.  r 

neZaZKTt  y  \  f  *  '/T^fST^  eXerdsed  0n  thdr  entra™  int°  <^- 
Tern  ZJeTg  1  th€  T&*  °f  GerCV,an  JaC°bins'  ^placing  seals  upon 
i  ..cm.  Newthess,  these  were  the  persons  who  for  six  rears  had  been  incessantlvex 
filing  the  principles  and  victories  of  the  Great  Nation.  incessantly  ex. 
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certainty,  that  a  confpiraey  did  exift  in  Geneva,  and  that  it  vras 
headed  by  the  Minifter  of  France.  The  Directory  have  worn  thread- 
bare thefe  infamous  diplomatic  means  ;  they  have  wearied  Europe 
with  thefe  injurious  imputations,  with  thefe  pretended  plo^s.  They 
do  not  even  endeavor  to  give  their  flories  the  appearance  of  proba- 
bility ;  abfurdities  the  moil  grefs  do  not  make  them  blufh.  Power 
cloaks  every  thing.  Yes:  it  cloaks  every  thing  for  a  moment;  but 
the  equitable  hand  of  podcrity  is  advancing,  and  will  exhibit  every 
thing  in  its  true  light.  In  vain  Nero  calls  a  poniard  at  the  feet  of 
Agrippfna's  tnefienger,  to  furnifh  himfelf  with  a  pretext  for  cutting 
his  mother's  throat.  The  fenate  give  him  thanks  ;  Rome  receives 
him  in  triumph  .  But  in  the  midft  of  power  and  of  honors,  his  throne 
totters  and  his  purple  is  {lained  with  infamy. 

The  members  of  the  Extraordinary  Committee,  called  together  f 
deliberate  at  this  alarming  period,  made  their  way  with  difficulty  into 
the  town-hall,  through  a  croud  of  dragoons  and  huffars,  who  had  fcized 
the  pod.  What  deliberation  !  what  Freedom  !  neither  votes  nor  Voters 
were  counted.  It  was  no  more  than  a  vain  ceremony-  The  aflTemblyT 
which  when  complete  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  perfons, 
was  reduced  to  almoft  the  half  of  that  number.  About  thirty  voted 
for  the  union  ;  the  reft  were  filent.  Indignation,  rage  and  defpair  filled 
every  heart  :  nothing  can  be  more  frightful  than  the  piclure  of  this 
general  confternation  :  the  men  prefervtd  a  penfive  filence  ;  the  womeit 
were  diiTolved  in  tear6.  The  churches,  on  this  day  confecrated  to  di- 
vine fervice,  were  filled  with  extraordinary  crouds;  the  public  prayers 
were  difturbed  by  groans  and  lamentations.  It  was  as  the  lad  protefta- 
tion  of  weaknefs  overborne  and  cru/hed.  Some  of  the  French  officers 
themfelves  exclaimed,  that  they  had  been  deceived,  that  they  had  been 
made  the  inflruments  of  an  a»\fc  of  flagrant  injufticef* 

u  Citizen  Directors,  Geneva  is  now  joyful  and  happy,  hur  union 
<c  with  the  French  republic  was  unanimoufly  declared  yefterday.  A 
«*  folemn  deputation,  preceded  by  a  croud  of  citizens,  who  made  the 
'*  air  refound  with  the  cries  of  Long  five  the  Great  Nation!  long  live 
*'  the  Executive  Directory  !  came  to  announce  this  refolution  to  me. 
*'  I  have  in  your  name  accepted  the  wifhes  of  the  Genevan  people." 

Such  is  the  beginning  of  the  letter  from  the  Refident  Defportes  to 
the  Directory.  He  was  obliged  to  fpeak  thus  to  pleafe  them.  It  is 
thus  that  Europe  is  informed  by  the  public  writings  of  the  French  di- 
plomatic agents.  Behold  here  a  new  inftance  of  her  fidelity,  her  gene- 
rofity,  her  candor.  The  whole  letter  is  a  ftring  of  falfehoods  ;  and 
when  he-  attempted  to  palliate  them  to  thofe  who  expreffed  their  afto- 
nilhment  to  him,  he  ufed  reafons,  which  ferved  to  render  the  Directory 
ft  ill  more  odious. 
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After  the  taking  of  the  city,  the  Genevans  confented  to  a  kind  of 
capitulation  or  agreement,  in  order  to  fave,  if  pofiible,  a  few  planks 
from  their  wreck.  But  what  confidence  could  they  repofe  in  a  treaty 
founded  on  the  violation  of  allother  treaties  ?  in  a  treaty  which  begins  with 
the  mod  manifeft  impofture,  in  fpeaking  of  the  defire  of the  Genevan  people 
to  unite  with  France.  The  Directory,  to  fatisfy  a  mean  revenge,  have  ex- 
cluded three  citizens  of  Geneva  (Du  Roveray,  B'lvernois  and  Mal- 
let Dupan)  from  the  honor  of  becoming  French  citizens.  There  is  not 
a  fingle  Genevan,  who  did  not  defire  to  be  exempt,  like  them,  from 
this  Tad  honor. 

This  conqueft  adds  about  thirty  thoufand  fouls  to  the  French  re- 
public. She  gains  a  fortified  city,  where  a  garrifon  will  lerve  a  double 
purpofe  ;  againft.  Switzerland,  which  can  have  only  a  nominal  liberty  ; 
and  againft  the  Department  of  Mont  Blanc,  whofe  union  with  France 
is  not  more  voluntary  than  that  of  Geneva. 

This  city,  once  fo  happy  and  fo  profperous,  will  foon  lofe  her  cba- 
rafter,  her  manners,  her  religion,  her  commerce,  her  literary  eftablifh- 
ments  ;  (he  will  foon  be  only  a  garrifon-place  where  we  (hall  look  for 
Geneva,  but  where,  alas  !  we  fhall  no  more  find  her.  The  only  hope 
remaining  for  her  depends  on  a  concurrence  of  events,  which  France 
appears  to  haften  by  her  ambition,  from  which  her  allies  have  (till 
more  to  fear  than  her  enemies.' ' 


THE     END. 


